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1. 


T *\v 0P S Sr ? pM ® Servioe (Tepographidhiakaya Sluzhba) was a separate service 
of the Soviet Army. Its mission was to produce and distribute military maps 
to the Army. The servioe was headed by the Chief Military Topographio 
Administration (Glavnaya Voenno-Topographiohiskoye Upravlenie) - in Mosoow. 
Ihis was one of the 'Upravlenii" directly under the Chief of the Army General 
Staff. The Chief Military Topographic Administration consisted of approx- 
imately 150 officers headed by a general officer. The "Upravleniya" had 
several "Otdeli" (sections)* * 

(a) "Organizationi-Operativni" - this was the Plans and Operations Section 

2? mappia f 0f a11 the USSR - » ™rked closely in connection 
with the Operativniya Upravleniya" (Operations Administration) of 
u±Z? y Gene ^ al Sta * f * It decided which areas needed mapping# at 
what time, and to what soale. It assigned work to the various 
"Topographichiskii Otdeli Okrugov" (topographic sections of the 
military districts).* 


(b) Otdel Kadrov" — the personnel records seotion. 

(c) "Uohebni Otdel" or "Otdel Boyevoi Podgatovki" - training section. 

(d) "Admini at rat ivno -St royevoye Otdelenle" - the administrative and 
personnel seotion dealing with such matters for this "Upravleniya" 
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(e) SSafTSif ! ‘ thla seotioa on the quality of 

military map a, methods of map making, use of aerial photographs, etc. 

<f> "Cpravleniyi. i « t0d Se0tl0n6 were the most important ones of this 
After 1923 the only Military Tooo .mJrf' °f the To P 0 £ ra P h *G Service, 

practice unX/ttoMVD* « * ° Counoil of Ministers, but in 

JLi 5 r .S22n”X*.r’ 1 ” a '*‘“ 1 ,h ” •« tk. 

5S^^dS£'a“rj a * °T ir t * *»?'«“• s *««“ , 

and E and varied greatly In «-u* y == 1 This type cu section had no T/o 

for example, in the 1950 f a the RAa-f.^ ° ne ls ^ r * 0 ^ another* In Tashkent, 

about W officers aifLuJ lOo SvmZ ^ ab ° ut 1 200 , ^^i^als, 

rest of the headquarters staffof th^mili+ar^T £ ^° st T ! B lar S e as the 

aa srab'srs^r ^sss , ^s^£: 22 ; , 

seotlon^naturallyj also varie< j Vjrith the a . , po^raphio 

srriLSi^ss: w.— 27 
*rs ss~ ss&* 

many of whom were women,' *3 t prCt^* 1 inolud0d . draf tsmen, 

surveying instruments and presaes for nM^^ Taa?s * Equipment included 
that some of the mell military districts^ th/^f* However, I believe 
presses. The larpe mil 4-5L ^ ^ n ^* 0r ior USSR did not have 

i*r— •**« -‘^•Sirs.&sr- 

"Administrativno-Stroyevaya Sast“ (JWmtoist^t- ^ “* its 0TO 

^the^ 

(Voenni Topographichiskii^r^di) 6 ^ 10118 ^ n0t haT ° Topo S ra P hio Detachments 
the one in^SKi? SJrfw ^ L ^ suoh 08 

oould have 20 or 90 offioers anr> n- < Topographic Detaohment. It 

upon the mount of work for e^h ^1, It y96rly * 

Detachment under the Topo-raohic l r ® was alwa y® onl y oa ® Topographic 

into smaller «lLlTi» 2 J™ P ^° &0Otion ‘ . However, the detachment divided 

O t ,n Ch ° SUMn9r * when rield vor* was involved /See 

Of the 100 or less topographic officers in the section/ atout 
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them ** section headquarters. These fifteen officers 
headnu^!. 1 Rnd staffed the various "otdelenii" of the section 

(orSStion J^S^Phlohiskoye' 1 (mapping); Organ!,, at ioni-Planovoye" 
StroSvo™ 1 ^ % "Isdatelskoye" (printing); the "Adminirtrativno- 

CdStftlS It thi A + ^ at ^ 9 ^ Pors0mal ^-section); and "<3»orohesnoye« 
civSi^drafiL^ T\ the Topographic Section in Tashkent had aoout 80 
oivUian draftsmen, of whom about half were women, nd about 20 printers. 

As each topographic offioer working in the field needs three o/four assistants 
aeed Protection or support if he is working in a desert area, 

work WherextIr, P i at °° nS W6 r * ssisn9<i t0 survayiag parties to aid in their 
tf xtensl surveying for mapping was in progress, separate cavalry 
companies (topographiohlskii escadroni) were organized. y 

£ P ^° e r^ me \? n9 tcp^raphic officer was assigned to the Operations 
Section (Operativnoye Otdelenie) of the staff of a corps. In war time, 

® RS , S 4' S0 and^in addition one topographic officer was assigned to 

section /? i0n sta f f *. tu ? 9 ' th0 staff of an aray had a topographic 

S ^4 ° n ^°P°£ ra Pk^chiski Otdel), which, was made up of three or four 

officers. I would like to point out that in war time each military district 
iorms a staff for ono army. A smaller district staff also remains. 

questions in detail in regard to the Military Topographic 
Service, as I indicated above, there were no enlisted men in the service, 

wif i i 0r . t ° 1? qUR ^ il,ied for and to assigned to the Topographic Service 
th , e f^itary Topographic School in Leningrau. in order to 
!chcci th ii S ECh ° 01 16 f d t0 be R graduate of the 10 year school, is, high- 
8 chcnl * Jf° ffl0S1 . W6 I S < f 0t aSSiEn<3d t0 tha topographic service as the military 
, did n °t women, A woman's only possible connection with the 

f 0 ffEraphxc Service would be for her to work as a civilian draftsman. 
Once the individual completed the Military Topographic School he did not 
un ergo any further training, with the following two occasional exceptions. 

Some ox the topographic officers later went on to the civilian Geodetic 
Seotion of the Surveying Faculty (see above) and became military reodetic 
SF”*? y 0 f“ le C^zesti). Also, some officers were trained in the use 
of aeiiel photographs in producing certain types of maps. This training, 

1 b °Tiave, toox place somewhere in the Crimea. However, aerial photographs 
■atiro usually utilised only to check existing mops and bring them up to date 
i.i.i regard to any now settlements, bodies of water, etc* 

In regard to control of topographic unite* I have given most of the details 
on that already in this report. However, I would like to add that the 
Cniei of the Army General Staff each year assigned a general topographic 
mission to each chief of staff of a military district. Detailed instructions, 
however, were sent by the Chief Military Topographic Administration in 
Moscow to the Topographic Section of each military district. 


In tho^ artillery, there wore topographic batteries ( topographies jjkii 
bafcerii)*^ These wore not part of the Military Topographic Service. The 
topographic batteries were to bo found in heay/ artillery ref : len^s.cinu 
^l^h-paw erod” art il 1 ery reg imonfc s ( bol shoi mo shnisti) . At p ro aoiia 
^1954^ , I suppose, they are probably also to be found in guided fissile 
units* These batteries have the mission of calculating long distance 
artillery fire on existing maps. They also calculate local magnetic 
declinations. All personnel of those batteries are artillery officers, 
except for one or two temporarily assigned topographic officers® The 
latter wore so assigned during World War II particularly, as not all 
artillery officers wore well enough qualified for this typo of work. 
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